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When South Africa started the Voluntary National Review (VNR) process in 2019, there was no inclusive institutional 

mechanism for consultation.  The Government of South Africa had demonstrated weak commitment to the SDGs; and had 

virtually made no effort to proactively engage with civil society around the implementation of the SDG agenda. As a result, 

most civil society organizations had not participated in official national SDG processes. CSO and CBOs had limited 

awareness on SDGs and only a few have adopted SDGs as an advocacy tool. And there was no modality for collaboration. 

African Monitor sought to ensure that the process of reviewing SDG implementation would be inclusive, participatory and 

people-centered.  Therefore, this project addresses the lack of meaningful participation of civil society in the writing process

for the VNR report; weak focus on the results and outcomes of development and how they affect ordinary citizens; absence 

of institutionalized mechanisms for multi-stakeholder engagement in the national SDG agenda; and lack of coordination and 

capacity among local and/or smaller civil society organizations.  Effectively, African Monitor sought to transform a passive 

closed environment with low political will into a vibrant, inclusive, engaged, and meaningful VNR process.

❑ African Monitor revived the South African working group on 2030 

Agenda, which has been functioning as a platform of CSO Networks 

on SDGs.  A  Steering group was formed by civil society and the 

labor movement and Chapter  9  institutions which include 

Congress of  South African Trade Unions(COSATU),  CSVR, 

HURISA, Commission for Gender equality (CGE). 

❑ CSOs writing groups were set up for CSOs to make substantive 

input on the VNR report and prepared a civil society Shadow report.

❑Open SDG Club South Africa symposium was hosted in 

Johannesburg from 12 to 14 June 2019. This event attracted more 

than 130 civil society organizations, together with government 

representatives from the Presidency, Stats SA, the Human Rights 

Commission, the Commission for Gender Equality, and the business 

community.  This civil society led multi-stakeholder forum was the 

first of its kind in South Africa.  

❑ Represented South Africa at the High-level Political Forum,

❑ South African civil society participated during the HLPF, forming part 

of the official delegation together with the South African government 

❑ The South Africa CSO VNR report was presented at three side 

events, two of which were organized by African Monitor as part of 

this project, with the participation of members of the delegation from 

the South African government

❑ African Monitor implemented a six-month campaign to popularize 

the SDGs, called Share Your Story.  

❑ High-level advocacy to share outcomes of the SA VNR Citizens 

Report: The SA VNR Citizens Report published by African Monitor 

and partners in June 2019 showed evidence of critical SDG 

indicators that are not being achieved in South Africa. 

❑Meetings were held with the chairperson of Parliamentary Portfolio 

Committees for Women, youth and children, the local government 

community (South African Local Government Association, South 

African Cities Network, and ICLEI Africa).  And  South African and 

Regional businesses community 

There is increased commitment from: 
• South African Civil society is committed towards the 

implementation of the 2030 agenda for sustainable 
development. The South African social movement has 
adopted SDGs as an advocacy tool and continue to seek 
accountability.

• The labor movement led by the Congress of South African 
Labor Unions (Cosatu) has demonstrated the commitment 
to the Agenda. 

• The Commission for Gender Equality (CGE) and the South 
African Human Rights Commission (HURISA) have formed 
an alliance with the civil society on the 2030 agenda for 
sustainable development.

• There statistics department in South Africa and the 
National Department of Planning, Monitoring, and 
Evaluation.
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The following results were achieved:

✓ The VNR Citizens Report was written with direct 

contributions from civil society through research that 

focused on citizen’s voices and experiences.  

✓ The SDG Club South Africa was held in Johannesburg, 

SA where more than 150 civil society organizations 

engaged with government and business stakeholders to 

validate the SDG VNR report.  

✓ Local civil society organizations are empowered and 

better informed about the SDGs through information 

sessions and capacity building conducted as part of this 

project.

✓ The government of South Africa adopted an 

institutionalized mechanism for multi-stakeholder 

engagement, where civil society will have a clear role.

✓ Civil society, as part of the official delegation, presented 

the VNR report together with the South African 

government during the High-Level Political Forum 2019.

• The institutionalization of the 2030 agenda through a newly formed 
national coordination mechanism could bring the much-required 
leadership in its implementation.  

• Meaningful deepened accountability to South African citizens on 
SDGS remains to be a challenge as the broader citizenry who still 
have limited information about the SDGs.  

• Data utilization, legitimacy, and capacity for civic voices is a concern 
as the tendency to only use official and administrative data to review 
the SDGs.

• The technical capacity of civic actors is limited when it comes to data 
analysis; thus limiting their ability to engage with official statistics 
effectively. 
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