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Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), one of the 194 signatories of Agenda 2030, has done very little on SDG implementation so far. To date, the leading 

body in this process has been the UNBiH, which initiated the establishment of the SDG Working Group at State [national] level and has 

established an SDG Framework for BiH.  Further, the first Voluntary National Review (VNR) was written and presented to the UN High-level 

Political Forum in 2019.  But due to the complex political structure of BiH, no significant progress has been made to raise awareness and start 

SDG localization at lower levels of authority. The main challenges are (1) the misconception that Agenda 2030 is just another casual obligation, (2) 

official legal procedures do not include project budgeting reflecting the SDGs, and (3) a lack of proactive, bottom-up approaches by municipalities.

The City Administration of Bijeljina understands the importance of 

Agenda 2030 and SDGs implementation, especially its benefits for 

the local level. Therefore, not waiting for the ‘top-down’ approach, it 

decided to go for the ‘bottom-up’ approach and started raising 

awareness among local stakeholders in the City at the beginning of 

2017.  The main activities conducted so far include: 

❑ A survey, in 2017, on knowledge about Agenda 2030 and the 

SDGs with 173 members of the public, private and civil sectors.

❑ Consultations with relevant International Organizations, including 

UN in BiH where the concept for promotion/awareness-raising and 

localization of the SDGs was established, including training on a 

UN BiH interactive tool to be used for awareness-raising training.

❑ Awareness-raising training sessions with Partner Groups at the 

Bijeljina City level (composed of the private, public, and civil 

sectors, and academia).  So far, 394 representatives of the 

banking sector, other private companies, NGOs, entrepreneurs, 

municipal/city administrations, associations of towns and cities, 

social welfare centres, the police, and public institutions from 26 

municipalities in BiH have been trained.

❑ The localization of SDGs started in Bijeljina through the 

implementation of concrete projects in PARTNERSHIP with the 

private, public and civic sectors, and academia. This includes 

enhancement of unemployed people skills in accordance with the 

need of the private sector; establishment of inclusive playgrounds 

for children with and without disabilities; at three vocational 

schools, enhancement of practical classes for seven deficient 

occupations much-needed in the labor market; and the introduction 

of two new occupations in vocational schools where that skill was 

not previously taught.

In 2018, a systematic approach in localization of Agenda 2030 and 

SDGs was started with the inclusion of the SDGs into the revised 

Development Strategy of the City of Bijeljina for the period 2019 to 

2023, a unique example of its kind in the entire country.

A prerequisite for the 
accomplishment of SDGs at the 
municipal level is to establish a 
broad-based dialogue and 
transparent actions, which shall 
ensure the participation of citizens' 
associations, the private sector, and 
academia. In order to achieve and 
maintain mutual trust, the decision-
making process should be 
accountable and realized using a 
transparent approach.

In order to achieve a constructive 
and inclusive dialogue among all 
stakeholders, the city of Bijeljina 
established a ‘Partnership for 
Development’ at city level. The 
partnership is based on three pillars 
of sustainable development and 

composed of 3 ‘Partner Groups’: 
economic, social, and environmental. 
Each group is composed of internal 
and external members from the 
private, public, and civil sectors. 
Partner Groups represent a good 
platform for participatory defining of 
strategic frameworks and activities at 
a local level in line with the needs of 
Bijeljina’s citizens.
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4. RESULTS ACHIEVED

✓ Awareness was raised on the importance of SDG 

implementation through training sessions for 394 

representatives of relevant sectors.

✓ 40 representatives of 26 BiH municipalities were trained to 

become trainers (Train-the-Trainer) to be able to raise 

awareness and start the localization of Agenda 2030 and 

the SDGs.

✓ We produced a Practical Guide to assist municipalities in 

the implementation of the SDGs at the local level.

✓ Through concrete projects, the localization of SDGs was 

showcased in practice.

For every country, it is important to have a critical mass of people 
whose awareness is raised on the meaning of sustainable development 
and importance of Agenda 2030/SDG implementation, in order to get 
things to move in the right direction. A network of practitioners within the 
Global Forum might be a valuable resource for providing advice and 
exchanging experiences with peers from other cities/countries. Further, 
the exchange of concrete examples of SDG implementation and 
exploring joint project ideas with co-financing, being implemented in to 
or more cities, could be beneficial in accelerating progress, motivating 
and actively involving other stakeholders.
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