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In 2017, Georgia institutionalized the SDG Council along with its four thematic Working Groups (WGs) on Social Inclusion, Economic Development, Democratic Governance and Sustainable Energy & 

Environment Protection.  The Working Groups were designed as multi-stakeholder platforms with the involvement of civil society, business, international organizations, and academia. However, the first 

meetings of each WG were limited to information sharing and discussion on the general progress of government institutions on SDG-related issues rather than decision-making. The lack of inclusiveness 

is a two-way process and has two main reasons:

From the perspective of the Government

• Difficulty in coordinating SDG nationalization process – lack of relevant data, structural changes, differences in capacities of state institutions.

• Lack of inclusion of SDG nationalized targets and indicators into existing policy system.

• Lack of proactive disclosure of SDG-relevant information (all data and documents related to monitoring including but not limited to baseline and target indicators, data sources for each SDG target, etc.).

• Lack of consultation before/after decision-making process AND lack of direct engagement of non-state stakeholders into the decision-making process.

From the perspective of non-state stakeholders (including youth, civil society, business, academia, etc.)

• Lack of understanding the role of non-state stakeholders in SDGs - false perception of SDGs being solely the responsibility of the government.

• Lack of capacity to provide shadow monitoring.

• Lack of information about opportunities for engagement (limited information about SDG implementation and monitoring).

In preparation for the voluntary national review (VNR) to be 

presented at the high-level political forum on sustainable 

development in 2020, Georgia plans to more actively engage 

various stakeholders in the process.

In late 2019 co-chairs of all Working Groups (representing the 

public sector, civil society and UN agency) gathered to update ToR 

of the Working Groups and plan for next meetings from 2020. 

Furthermore, with the National Document for the Sustainable 

Development Goals being officially approved by the Government 

of Georgia in November 2019, it is high time for embarking upon 

monitoring of SDGs implementation as well as engaging in the 

preparation of the VNR. 

CENN as a representative of non-state stakeholders in the 

Working Group on Sustainable Energy & Environment Protection 

plans to initiate additional awareness-raising activities in this 

process. In addition, CENN has an initiative to assist non-state 

stakeholders (including NGOs and business sector) of the 

Working Group to align their already ongoing projects and 

activities to relevant SDG goals and targets. CENN strives to lead 

this process by setting an example with its own projects.

CENN is a regional organization working to protect the 

environment through fostering sustainable development in the 

South Caucasus region, with more than 20 years of experience. 

CENN specializes in a number of areas relevant for SDGs 

including sustainable management of resources, disaster risk 

reduction, rural development, waste management, WaSH, building 

healthy and prosperous climate-resilient communities, 

empowering women and girls to participate in creating and 

implementing inclusive solutions, etc. Some of the current projects 

implemented by CENN are directly linked to relevant SDGs, e.g. 

Sustainable Forestry. 

Since implementing SDGs is a multi-stakeholder process, it is 

essential that ownership is shared rather than concentrated only in 

the public sector. So far this remains to be a challenge in Georgia. 

With the State Audit Office of Georgia having prepared SDG 

Efficiency Audit Report in 2019, the nationalized SDGs remain to be 

a priority for the Government of Georgia. 

Administration of the Government of Georgia serves as the 

Secretariat of the Council and provides analytical and technical 

support to its operation. The Co-chairs of SDG Working Groups are 

also committed to the process, however not much is to be said 

about the actual practice of Working Groups yet (only first inaugural 

meetings were held for each Working Group in 2018, and more 

active work is scheduled in 2020). Engagement of the members of 

the Working Groups, especially the private sector and academia, 

remains to be a challenge.
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As Georgia was not actively involved in the 

implementation of MDGs, it faced additional 

challenges when starting the nationalization of 

SDGs, which required both technical and expert 

support from non-state actors. The key 

challenges related to the availability of data, 

institutional setup of the government to 

implement and monitor SDGs, ownership (or 

lack of thereof) about being in charge of SDGs 

among various sectors and linking SDGs with 

strategic policy documents, for ensuring real 

impact.

As of early 2020, the above-mentioned 

challenges were more or less met: the National 

Document for the Sustainable Development 

Goals was officially approved by the 

Government of Georgia in November 2019, the 

Government of Georgia has created electronic 

monitoring system for collecting data for SDGs 

and the key institutions - SDG Council along 

with its four thematic Working Groups are 

institutionalized.

While a lot of effort was required to face the 

abovementioned challenges, the actual effectiveness of 

the process so far will be put to the test in 2020, starting 

from the production of monitoring reports as there will be 

increased need for the Council and its Working Groups to 

expand their current functions and assume a key role in 

data collection and analysis.
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