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Since the 1992 Rio Summit, the Government of Catalonia has shown a strong commitment to sustainable development. CADS was 
established in December 1998, with the mandate of advising the Government, both by its request and by its own initiative.  In 2015, the 
Government decided to localize the SDGs. This process requires a deep understanding of the SDGs, full integration of the SDGs in the core 
of the governmental action, a transformative willingness, and the adoption of a systemic vision (an inter-ministerial approach). A plan for the 
SDGs was approved in September 2019.  In 2018, the Parliament of Catalonia mandated the Government to draft a multi-stakeholder 
agreement and to activate a public-private alliance for the 2030 Agenda. The aim of both initiatives is to make a joint deal for the achievement 
of the SDGs.  In 2017, CADS received the mandate to assist the Government in the preparation, implementation, and review of the plan and 
the design and development of the agreement and the alliance. In addition, the Parliament requested CADS to appear in the chamber to 
review the achievement of the SDGs.  Since 2019, CADS works with the Catalan Institute for Statistics in order to integrate the Eurostat set of 
SDGs indicators into the regional official statistics.

❑ In 2016, CADS launched The 2030 Agenda: Transform Catalonia, 
Improve the World report. This report contributed to the localization of 
the SDGs by providing the Government with an overview of the 
challenges behind the SDGs and related targets. The report was 
prepared with inputs from 60 experts and civil society representatives. 

❑ From March 2017 to September 2019 (with a stop of about one year), 
CADS has assisted the Government in the design of the plan for the 
achievement of the SDGs. During this process, CADS systematically 
stressed the need to address SDGs in an integrated manner and 
advocated that all Ministries should be involved in each SDG. During 
this process, CADS has been active in the diffusion of the SDGs among 
the members of the Government and the civil society. 

❑ On 25 September 2019, the Catalan Government adopted the National 
Plan for the 2030 Agenda in Catalonia. It includes 920 commitments for 
the SDGs and it will be revised annually to keep it current until 2030.

❑ In November 2019, CADS appeared for the first time in the Catalan 
Parliament to give its opinion on the progress in achieving the SDGs.

❑ On 21 February 2020, a multi-stakeholder agreement for the SDGs will 
be presented to the civil society. This agreement has been drafted by a 
relevant set of actors committed to the SDGs.  After its presentation, the 
signatories of the agreement will develop a national alliance of the 
SDGs and will design a joint action plan with representatives of public 
institutions, Academia, the business community, social and 
environmental NGOs, and other relevant stakeholders. This coalition will 
run, at least, until 2030. 

❑ As a member of the EEAC Network, CADS has been actively involved 
in debates and workshops on the SDGs at the European level.

• The Government of Catalonia, which has been committed to the 2030 

Agenda since inception, involving all Ministries. In 2019, it approved the 

National Plan for the 2030 Agenda, setting out 920 concrete 

commitments to achieve the SDGs. In February 2020, the Government 

sent an SDGs oriented budget for 2020 to the Parliament for discussion 

and approval.

• The Parliament of Catalonia, which created a working group on 

SDGs. In its advisory capacity, CADS is required to appear twice a year 

at the Parliament to report on the achievement of the SDGs. The 

Parliament also requested that the Government regularly report on how 

their Ministries are contributing to SDGs.

• Civil society, where many stakeholders have recently commenced 

work on the SDGs. Some have pioneered the commitment to the SDGs 

and, for this reason, have been invited to play a crucial role in drafting 

the 2030 agreement. They will certainly lead the activities of the 

coalition or alliance for the SDGs.

3. STAKEHOLDERS 2. MEASURES and ACTIVITIES

5. PERSPECTIVE AHEAD

4. RESULTS ACHIEVED

✓ Adoption of a governmental plan for the SDGs (with 920 

commitments), to be updated annually. 

✓ Increasing understanding of the SDGs by different 

Ministerial units and improvement of policy coherence for 

sustainable development.

✓ Design of the Governmental Budget 2020 with an SDG 

approach.

✓ Monitoring of the achievement of the SDGs trough (1) 

annual indicators calculated by the Catalan Statistical 

Institute and CADS, (2) the appearance of CADS at the 

Parliament, and (3) the control of the governmental 

commitment to the SDGs by the Parliament.

✓ Appropriation of the SDGs by an increasing number of 

civil society organizations.

✓ Approval of the multi-stakeholder agreement for the 2030 

Agenda and development of a coalition/alliance for the 

SDGs. 

Considering its mandates and capacities, CADS aims to 

contribute to increasing policy coherence for sustainable 

development and to the adoption by the Government of 

transformative frameworks for reflexion and action 

(based on the SDGs). The council will remain committed 

to boosting pragmatic partnerships for the SDGs. 
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