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Vietnam has long committed to sustainable growth generally, and Agenda 2030 particularly. In 2017, Vietnam issued a National Action Plan for 

Implementation of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development The plan nationalized 17 SDGs into 115 Vietnam SDGs (VSDGs) based on our 

development context, priorities, and successful implementation of the Millennium Development Goals.  Besides, Vietnam has been joining 

various Free Trade Agreements which also set strict rules on environmental protection, gender equality, labor rights, and more. This means 

that Vietnamese enterprises who want to win over competitors, especially foreign ones, will have to reset their business mindset, doing more 

sustainable business. The problem is that small and medium enterprises comprise 98% of Vietnam’s total enterprises, and they still have a low 

awareness of sustainability. Also, the manufacturing sector plays a prominent role in the Vietnam economy and, to some extent, that sector is 

the cause of natural resource scarcity and waste. To achieve 17 SDGs, the active involvement of businesses is clearly needed. And how to 

create a sustainably prosperous economy is a big question for such a developing country as Vietnam.

The Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI) is the voice of 

businesses, especially the private sector. It has long foreseen the vital role of a 

sustainable business community. In 2010, VCCI established the Vietnam 

Business Council for Sustainable Development, gathering local and foreign 

enterprises, and partners, who pioneer in sustainability. In the past 10 years, 

VBCSD has implemented impactful initiatives and programs that:

1. Guide and promote the business community to be sustainable by 

developing the Corporate Sustainability Index (CSI) and organizing the annual 

Program on Benchmarking.

• Executed the Government’s direction on ranking sustainable businesses 

from 2016, and inspiring the business community to pursue sustainable 

development, VCCI and partners successfully launched the first Program on 

Benchmarking and Announcing Sustainable Companies in Vietnam and 

organize it annually.

• Developed by VCCI, The Corporate Sustainability Index (CSI) is a 

scientific, systematic tool for sustainability-oriented corporate governance, 

including 98 criteria in economic, social, and environmental aspects. 

2. Initiative on Supporting Business to Implement Circular Economy in 

Vietnam

• Realizing the benefits of the circular economy in addressing conflicts 

between economic growth and environmental protection, the VCCI and VBCSD 

launched this initiative in 2018. It has had several impactful activities, namely: 

Zero Waste to Nature Project, Secondary Raw Material Marketplace, and Post-

consumer Resin Marketplace Project. 

3. Organizing National Conference on Sustainable Development

• In 2014, VBCSD initiated the Vietnam Corporate Sustainability Forum to 

raise awareness in the business community on sustainable development, and 

create a discussion room for businesses to exchange ideas. Until 2018, the 

National Council on Sustainable Development and Competitiveness 

Enhancement directed the VBCSD to organize the National Conference on 

Sustainable Development – the most important event on sustainable 

development yearly. The Conferences in 2018 and 2019 were both chaired by 

the Prime Minister, attended by Vice Chairwoman of the Parliament, Deputy 

Prime Minister, and thousands of representatives.

4. Setting up the Network of Press on Sustainable Development, organizing 

training sessions to provide journalists with updated information on various 

topics related to business sustainable development, and holding the 

Programme on Honoring Best Journalistic Works on Sustainable Businesses to 

encourage wider communication about sustainable development.

The VBCSD has enjoyed the 
benefit of commitment from 
the following stakeholders in 
our country:
• Vietnam Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry 
(VCCI);

• VBCSD Members and 
Partners;

• The Network of Press on 
Sustainable Development;

• The National Council on 
Sustainable Development 
and Competitiveness 
Enhancement; and

• Local Authorities

3. STAKEHOLDERS 2. MEASURES and ACTIVITIES

5. PERSPECTIVE AHEAD

4. RESULTS ACHIEVED

✓ Awareness of sustainable development generally, and 

reporting particularly, has improved significantly in 

business communities. In four years, the Program on 

Benchmarking highlighting sustainable companies 

attracted about 2,000, in different industries, to file 

applications for the awards. Around 300 were awarded. 

✓ The Corporate Sustainability Index (CSI) has reached 

many businesses through communication and training 

activities. VBCSD also developed two kits of specialized 

CSI for the seafood and leather/shoe sector. 

✓ Under the direction of the Prime Minister, with the 

Sustainable Private Business Development Plan to 2025 

vision 2030, VCCI-VBCSD shall develop a project for 

scaling up the CSI, to be submitted to the PM in this year.

✓ Following national conferences on sustainable 

development, the Directive on Sustainable Development 

was issued in 2019, and a Resolution on Sustainable 

Development is being prepared. 

• Levelling up the application of the CSI, sustainability reporting 

among the local business community.

• Actively supporting sustainable development projects that 

operates under public-private partnership 

• Promoting communication about sustainable development, SDG 

• Promoting the implementation of the circular economy in Vietnam
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